NPS Students exercise UN Peacekeeping in Bangladesh
NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL, Monterey, Calif.— A UN peacekeeping exercise in Bangladesh in April gave six students from NPS the chance to bridge their academics to the real world in a multi-national setting.  

According to Air Force Major Jim Hackbarth, NPS Student Council Chairman and one of the six students on the trip, the experience was excellent.  “This was a chance for us to do something in the real world that really connected with our academics.  It was a fantastic opportunity.”  

The exercise known as “Shanti Doot 2”—which means Ambassador of Peace—was sponsored by the Center for Civil-Military Relations here.  Hosted by the armed forces of Bangladesh in the capitol city Dhaka and co-hosted by the United States Pacific Command, the exercise operated in two parts.  The smaller section was a command post exercise (CPX) in Dhaka, while the larger portion was a field training exercise (FTX) in the jungles north of the city.  Five of the NPS students worked in the CPX and one helped run the FTX.  

Both sections were designed to certify attendees in UN peacekeeping operations.  Nearly 80 senior officers from 13 countries worked in the CPX while more than 800 soldiers went through the FTX training.  

Army Capt. Chris L’Heureux spent two weeks supporting lane training in the field portion, working with instructors to teach everything from conducting patrols to personnel searches.  Despite the austere living conditions, he found the training experience useful. 

“It was interesting to see how each country does things a little differently.  Probably our biggest challenge out there was communicating with each other.  We did everything in English, but not everyone was quite ready for that,” L’Heureux said.  

While missing two weeks of class was a challenge, Air Force Maj. Chris Fuller said the experience was worthwhile.  He worked in the CPX as the Deputy Force Engineer.  
“This exercise gave us the chance to work with officers from a number of Asian and Pacific countries.  That was a new experience for me and I definitely learned a lot about the international environment and how UN operations work,” said Fuller.  “But probably the best part was simply making good contacts.  It’s a small world and I’m sure I’ll cross paths with some of the team again.  You never know when those friendships come in handy.”  

According to after action reports from PACOM staff to CCMR, NPS student involvement was welcome and appreciated.  
Mr. Rich Hoffman, Director of CCMR, says the students involved made a positive impact on the exercise.  

“These officers brought a lot of valuable real-world and academic experience to this exercise.  Everything we’ve heard from PACOM and Bangladesh is that they really made a big difference.  NPS has set a high standard.” 

Exercise attendees from NPS included Maj. Chris Curran, USMC; Maj. Chris Fuller, USAF; Maj. Jim Hackbarth, USAF; Maj. Eric Self, USA; Capt. Robert Firman, USAF; and Capt. Chris L’Heureux, USA.  

Countries involved in the exercise included Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, Canada, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, Nepal, Norway, Malaysia, Mongolia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, South Korea, Tonga, U.K., U.S., and Vietnam.  

Participants also had the chance to work with representatives from the UN and NGOs including the UN’s Department of Peacekeeping Operations, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the World Food Program, the Office of the Commissioner for Humanitarian Affairs, and the UN Development Program. 
CCMR plans to include NPS students in future exercises as well.   
